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Editorial

Welcome to the latest edition of the Rimstone Co-
operative newsletter with some fantastic updates
including a very detailed update on the May
working bee at Shades of Death cave.

We hope you enjoy, and find all of this useful.
Rob Brain — Newsletter editor

Send feedback to: directors@rimstone.org.au.

Chairman Nadine Muresan

It has been another busy and productive period
for Rimstone, and it is fantastic to see so many
members getting involved and contributing to the
ongoing improvement of our club and facilities.
Our recent working bees have been hugely
successful. A big thank you to everyone who
volunteered their time and effort. Together we
repaired the fence at Scrubby Creek, cleaned
both the exit and the rim pools at the cave
entrance, and made significant improvements
around the property.
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These working bees continue to make a real
difference, and the results speak for themselves.
Unfortunately, though, no rest for the wicked,
there is ALWAYS work to be done so we will be
sending out working bee dates soon.

Upcoming events

Saturday 4 October — Rimstone Co-op
AGM, at Malvern Hall.

October (possibly) — Pre-summer cleanup
at Homeleigh and our cave properties.

Nov/Dec (TBA) Working Bee at Buchan.

Speaking of Scrubby Creek, Bo's resurvey of
the cave is progressing well. It is exciting to see
this important project moving forward, and we
look forward to hearing more about its progress
over the coming months.

For those staying at Homeleigh, please
remember to store all food in sealed, locked
containers wherever possible. While we have
successfully reduced the rat population
significantly, there are still a few determined
visitors around looking for an easy meal. Taking a
few extra moments to secure your food helps
keep Homeleigh clean and protects everyone's
supplies.

Thank you also goes to Tom for his work
around Homeleigh. As he is now a resident at
Homeleigh he has been able to dedicate time to
putting up new curtains in the front room and the
freshly painted picture railings have made a
noticeable difference and have really helped
brighten up the space. Well done, Tom.

Membership subscriptions will soon be due,
so please keep an eye out for Nigel's email with
all the details. Your continued support through
membership allows us to maintain our properties
and continue investing in the future of Rimstone.

As a reminder to our inaugural members,
this is your first year with no membership
subscription fees in recognition of your years of
service. Nigel will be in touch with the details.
While your subscription has been waived, please
remember that Rimstone's ongoing success
depends on the funds it receives. If you're able to
make a donation, it would be greatly appreciated
and will help support the Co-op into the future.

Our Annual General Meeting has now been
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booked for Saturday, 4 October, at Malvern
Hall. An email will be sent out shortly with the
agenda and all the usual information.

This year we have two director positions up
for election. However Daryl Carr has advised that
he will be retiring as well, although he has kindly
agreed to continue in his role as the Shades of
Death Manager. On behalf of the Directors and all
members, | would like to sincerely thank Daryl for
his outstanding contribution over many years. We
will have the opportunity to formally acknowledge
his incredible work again at the AGM.

With Daryl stepping down from the board, there
will be at least one vacancy available. Our board
continues to meet monthly and is actively working
on plans to further develop Rimstone, so if you
are interested in helping shape the future of
Rimstone, | encourage you to consider putting
your hand up.

The board has recently compiled a
comprehensive job list covering maintenance
and improvement projects across our facilities.
The challenge now is to prioritise these projects
and balance them against available funding, time
and necessity. If there are maintenance issues or
projects you believe should be included, please
let us know. At the AGM we will outline the next
major projects planned for the coming summer
season.

Homeleigh has certainly seen plenty of
activity lately. Between CRV's five-day courses,
Nigel's Shades of Death familiarisation weekends,
and Tom's exploration trips, the property has
been well utilised. It is fantastic to see so many
people making use of our facilities. Increased use
also highlights areas requiring maintenance and
improvement, helping us identify where our efforts
should be focused.

Looking ahead to the second half of the year,
we will also be running a Bunnings BBQ
fundraiser at Bairnsdale to help boost our funds
for the many projects we have planned. We hope
to see plenty of members getting involved,
whether by volunteering on the day or simply
stopping by to grab a sausage and show your
support.

Finally, thank you to everyone who continues to
volunteer their time, skills and enthusiasm.
Rimstone is built on the dedication of its
members, and it is wonderful to see so many
people contributing in different ways. | look
forward to seeing many of you at the AGM and
around Homeleigh over the coming months.

Nadine Muresan — Chairman

Treasurer Update
Rimstone Annual Fees due

Annual membership subscriptions are now due.
Invoices for $100 per member are being sent out
at the moment. Please remember to add the
invoice number as a reference when making your
payment. Any questions about subs should be
referred by email to Nigel at:
nigel.cooke@bigpond.com.

Annual fees are a major source of funding for
the cooperative and are collected from all
members to ensure an even distribution of the
cost of ownership among members.

Nigel Cooke — Treasurer

Homeleigh Update

As a now permanent inhabitant of Homeleigh
since March, I've had the pleasure of
experiencing both the hustle and bustle of busy
weekends and the peace and quiet during the
week.

As the weather turned colder through May,
however, Homeleigh welcomed a new type of
guest inside its walls... rats!

Throughout May and into early June, the walls
and roof were alive with the sounds of squeaks
and scratches as rats worked hard to find a warm,
dry place to spend the winter. As a result, the
regular Homeleigh visitors have been working just
as hard to evict our unwanted guests, with much
success!

At the peak of the invasion, | managed to catch
seven rats in a single 24-hour period, all around
the kitchen and directors room. Thankfully, the
effort has paid off, and the building has once
again fallen silent. No more scratching in the
walls, midnight squeaking, and no more chewed
food. Hallelujah!

That said, we need to stay vigilant. As the
weather cools each year, this is likely to become
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an ongoing battle. Please avoid leaving food in
bedrooms, and store any opened food in the
fridge or sealed containers to help discourage our
furry visitors from making themselves at home
again.

The directors have also been hard at work
putting together a priority list of projects we'd like
to tackle over the coming years. The list already
includes everything from repainting the toilet
block floor and upgrading Room 16, to improving
the gear wash area and even replacing the roof.

We're keen to hear from members about what
you think should be on that list. If there's
something you'd like to see repaired, upgraded or
improved at Homeleigh, please send the directors
an email explaining what it is and why you think
it's worthwhile. Your suggestions will help us
decide where to focus our time and resources.

Finally, the new picture rail in the front room
has now been painted and is ready to display
members' photographs.

As mentioned previously (in email 15th July
2026), we'd love to fill it with your favourite caving
photos. If you have an image you'd like to see
hanging at Homeleigh, please send it through.
We're also asking for a small donation towards
the cost of printing and framing, so we can create
a display that showcases the many adventures
our members have had over the years.

We look forward to seeing your photos on the
wall!

Tom Elms
Homeleigh Property Manager

Shades of Death Cave (M3)
Summary Report
Working Bee 17-20 May 2026

Eight Rimstone Co-op members attended this
working bee, arriving on the 17th May then two
full days 18th to 20th.

Then three members continued on for the
following Wednesday (a full day) and on
Thursday. A celebratory dinner for Miles Pierce
and lan McKay’s Birthdays was held on Sunday

evening at the hotel. Over 20 people attended the

dinner and the evening celebrations.

Dinner at the Hotel

The Working Bee Jobs Done list follows:

The Homeleigh building
+ Lounge room picture rails installed.

_P.-

picture rail job

3

+ The 2 front Homeleigh doors were removed
Irefitted and the wood work was fully restored
and revarnished (the holed and cracked small
sections of the main door-stained glass noted
for replacement).
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- Three of the lounge room broken window
panes were replaced (2 window panes still
need replacement — measurements were

taken for this job).

Room 14 fly wire screen renewed.

Toilet block entry door removed / refitted and
resized to stop the door scraping on the
concrete floor.

Firefighting sprinklers serviced and fittings
improved — frost protection added.

Rudy made and installed a new canvas
weather proof cover for the fire fighting trailer.
Hardwood planking suitable for limited
Homeleigh verandah repairs was recovered
from the M3 Engine Shed and cleaned and
stored at Homeleigh.

The VAX vacuum cleaner was partially
blocked after ingesting a liquid — all filters
washed and dried. Hard dried-on material
inside the vacuum dust bowls cleaned off.

Full trailer load of Homeleigh kitchen and
other rubbish taken to tip.

M3 Shades work

Engine Shed
The old corrugated roofing tin on the external
west and east walls of the shed were
replaced with the hybrid weather boards
recovered from Homeleigh. The south wall
replacement was also completed.

The “Ad Hoc” eastern door to the engine shed
was replaced with a single door from

Homeleigh’s not needed old stock.
- .
| r.

WALL and DOOR done!

A security blind was fitted to the new south
end window of the engine shed — once again
from Homeleigh’s excess not needed stock.
Due to wet weather the skylight was not fitted
above the work bench (the clear corrugated
poly roof sheet is stored at the shed).

More work is planned with the west wall
replacement — in main organising a drain for
the west wall foundations and protection of
the wall at ground level. Also refit the west
wall roofing gutter drain. Some additional
materials will be needed for these jobs.

Entry Shed
The large “Shades of Death” engraved
wooden sign was moved and fixed to just
below the main display board.
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Inside Shades

+ Approx 30 metres of handrail was rust-
treated then top-coated with metal protective
enamel (a refined process for the handrail
treatment was used and it looks like it may
allow us to treat the handrails under mildly
damp conditions which was not previously
doable).

#/,Rudy pre heating®
% M3 hand rails?

+ Some timber planking used in the past as a
seat during electrical work was removed due
to fungal growth on and from the timber.
(Fungal spread remaining on the adjacent
area to be monitored and cleaned if needed).

Shades Grounds
+ Electric fences tested and okay at 7.4 to 7.3 K
Volts at start and ends of the energised wire.
+ Several large blueberry bushes were grubbed
out and stacked ready for burning when dry.
« All building rubbish — corrugated sheeting,
etc. taken to the tip.

Catering and Support Team
+ Thanks to the catering crew for Monday and
Tuesday evening dinners and continual
cleanups plus making up lunch packs for
everyone and delivering hot lunches to site

for the M3 crew.
- Totally appreciated, a good job done by the
catering and support team.

Workers
+ Gary Coleman, Brian Carter,
« Anne Carter, Tom Elms,
+ Rudy Frank, Ray Farley,
+ Roy Furness, Peter Guest,
- Phil Hutcheson, Peter Stewart,
+ Isabella Stewart, lan McKay,
« Paula McKay, Miles Pierce,
+ Rocky Pierce, Peter Robertson,
+ Marg Robertson, John Webb,

+ Ulysses de Vincentis.

Next Working Bee

The next full on M3 Working Bee is at this time
planned for late November / early December
2026

This working bee will continue with the M3 cave
handrail treatment and further work on the engine
shed including painting the outside and installing
the roof skylight. Also, grounds work at M3 and
Homeleigh.

However, as the next summer is predicted to
be hotter and dryer than last summer, we may
need to clean up both the M3 and Homeleigh
grounds pre-summer. So, some earlier working
bees may be necessary, possibly late October or
early November 2026.

Many thanks all, Daryl Carr
M3 Infrastructure Manager

Rimstone Co-op directors

Nadine Muresan, Nigel Cooke,

Peter Stewart, Tom Elms, Daryl Carr.
Contact by email: directors@rimstone.org.au
Homeleigh bookings:
email to: accomm@rimstone.org.au
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