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Editorial
Welcome to the latest edition of the Rimstone Co-
operative newsletter with some great updates for
all of the following:

• Solar panel batteries installed at 
Homeleigh. 

• Shades of Death – next working Bee.
• Who goes to Homeleigh? (see photos).

We hope you enjoy, and find all of this useful.

Rob Brain – Newsletter editor

Send feedback to: directors@rimstone.org.au. 

Chairman Nadine Muresan

There have been lots of exciting things happening
in  the  background  recently.  Personally,  I  have
been  focusing  on  increasing  our  income
opportunities by organising larger groups to stay
at Homeleigh through running courses and similar
events.  This  is  an  exciting  direction  that  will
hopefully  help  strengthen  our  financial  position
and bring more people through our doors.

Our 2026 AGM will also be coming up shortly in
September, so notices will be sent out soon. We
will have some Directors moving on, so if you are
interested  in  becoming  more  involved  and
contributing in this way, please let us know. It is a
great  opportunity  to  help  shape  the  future
direction of our community.

We also have an upcoming working bee at the
Scrubby Creek property from June 19–21. We will
need plenty of willing and able people to assist
with fence repairs and cleaning up the tufa once
again. Any help would be greatly appreciated, so
please let me know if you are able to come along.

In addition, we are looking at renovating Room
16  in  a  similar  style  to  the  recently  completed
Room 9 renovation.  That  working  bee will  take
place after winter, so keep your eyes peeled for
more information in the coming months.

There is currently a significant  increase in rat
and mouse activity  across  East  Gippsland,  and
over  the past  week we’ve noticed a substantial
rise in movement around the house.  In the last

two days alone,  we have caught five large rats,
and  they  also  appear  to  be  causing  quite  a
disturbance inside the walls.

When coming to Homeleigh, please ensure all
food  is  stored  in  sealed  containers  or  closed
boxes, avoid leaving food out, and make sure all
areas are  thoroughly  cleaned  before  departure.
Even with Tom living there, any accessible food is
likely to attract more rodents.

Thank  you  to  everyone  who  continues  to
contribute their time, energy, and support! It truly
makes a difference.

Nadine Muresan – Chairman

From the Treasurer
Rimstone Annual Fees

As we approach the end of the financial year, our
attention is drawn to the number of members who
have not paid their annual fees. Those who have
not yet made that payment are encouraged to do
so  before  the  debt  is  carried  forward  into  next
year. 

Annual fees are a major source of funding for
the  cooperative  and  are  collected  from  all
members  to  ensure  an  even  distribution  of  the
cost of ownership among members. 

Maintaining the value of our assets and viability
of  the  cooperative  is  a  primary  function  of  the
directors. We can only fulfil  that obligation if  we
are resourced to do so. 

Fees  have  been  set  to  ensure  that  the
resources are available,  provided that  everyone
pulls their weight and pays in a timely manner. 

I  urge  you  to  look  back  through  your  bank
account for your fee payment advice. If you can't
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Upcoming events

May – Shades (M3) Working Bee

19-21 June – Scrubby property working bee

September – Rimstone Co-op AGM.

Annual subs will be due.
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find it then you probably haven't paid. Feel free to
contact  the  treasurer  if  you are  unsure  of  your
payment status.

At the AGM last year, the membership narrowly
voted to allow an exemption from payment of fees
for the 18 inaugural members that are still current.
This applies to fees as of next financial year. In
order  to  make  up  for  the  shortfall  of  $1,800
resulting  from  that  decision,  it  is  even  more
important that paying members get their fees paid
for this year and in a timely manner when they
become due next financial year.

Thank you to the 85% of members who have
been  diligent  and  paid  their  fees  to  date.  That
commitment  ensures  the  viability  of  the
cooperative  and  puts  us  in  a  stronger  financial
position into the future.

Nigel Cooke – Treasurer

Homeleigh maintenance:
Battery Project Completed

In  early  February,  the  Rimstone  Cooperative
successfully  commissioned the new 32kW solar
battery  system  at  Homeleigh,  marking  the
completion of a project many of you have been
following.

The  system  is  now  fully  operational  and
providing a reliable source of electricity, ensuring
that  power  remains  available  even  during  grid
outages.  This  significantly  strengthens
Homeleigh’s capacity to support both day-to-day
use and its role as a community asset in times of
need.

As  part  of  the  final  design,  the  system  was
tailored  to  suit  Homeleigh’s  unusual  two  phase
power supply. The original plan, a single 32kWh
battery  paired with  one 10kW inverter,  was not
well suited to how power is distributed across the
site,  as  it  would  have  resulted  in  continued
reliance  on  grid  power  whenever  loads  were
drawn from the alternate phase.

Instead,  the  system  was  installed  as  two
independent  units,  each  comprising  a  16kWh
battery  and  a  10kW  inverter,  with  one  unit
dedicated  to  each  phase.  This  configuration
allows loads to be more evenly supported across
the  property,  improves  overall  system
performance,  and  ensures  both  phases  can
continue operating effectively during outages.

This  upgrade  directly  addresses  limitations
identified  during  the  2019/2020  Black  Summer
bushfires,  when  Homeleigh  was  used  by  fire
crews and SES personnel as a base for rest and
coordination. While shelter was available, the lack
of  consistent  power  meant  the  site  could  not
adequately  provide  lighting,  refrigeration,  or  hot
water. With the new system in place, Homeleigh
is now far better equipped to function as a fully
supported refuge in future emergencies.

Importantly,  this  installation  also  provides  a
strong platform for  the ongoing electrification  of
Homeleigh.  By  expanding  our  use  of  electric
systems and reducing  reliance  on gas,  we can
improve  efficiency,  lower  operating  costs,  and
continue moving toward a more sustainable and
resilient facility. 

The  project  was  made  possible  through
AusNet’s  Community  Energy  Resilience  Grants
Program, which fully funded the installation with a
$17,000  grant.  The  Rimstone  Cooperative
extends its sincere thanks for this support.

We also acknowledge the contributions of East
Gippsland  Shire  Council,  CFA,  SES,  Parks
Victoria,  Solahart  Lakes  Entrance,  and  the
Victorian  Speleological  Association  in  helping
bring this project to completion.

With this milestone achieved, Homeleigh is now
better  positioned  than ever  to  serve as  a  safe,
reliable, and sustainable base for both members
and the wider community.

A photo of the two installed batteries is shown
here, with more photos below.

Tom Elms
Homeleigh Property Manager

Shades of Death Cave (M3) 
Next Working Bee – May 2026

G’Day all,
The next  Shades  working  bee is  planned  for

May  17th  to  May  20th.   That  is  arriving  at
Homeleigh  Sunday  17th  then  leaving  on
Wednesday the 20th or later if you would like to
stay on to fully finish an ongoing job or a bit of
caving. 

However,  with the current  world problems
and  possible  increasing  costs  and  supply
difficulties  with  fuel,  we  may  need  to
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Two batteries installed.
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reschedule this working bee. Let Daryl know if
you are ok with the higher fuel costs etc.

Catering – Sunday night  of  arrival  either self-
caters or join in a meal at the Hotel Dinner 6pm to
8pm. Provide your own breakfasts and lunches.

Monday night  BBQ -   Tuesday night  combo
meal  of  BBQ left  overs and  or  any other food
donation.

Some sort  of  a  cake or dessert  to  follow the
main meals. Have some special dessert thing in
mind? Bring it along.

Feel  free  to  bring  your  favourite  pre-dinner
nibbles and BYO drinks.

Donation around $5.00 per head for the group
food.  

These allocations are a guide only so OIC
and  Crew  members  can  swap  jobs  and  as
jobs are completed join in on other functions
or space out but be available when asked for
extra help as needed.

Ok!  now the actual work – Basically choose
what suits. Here are the tasks and the expected
worker requirement numbers.

M3 Grounds – Clearing the M3 fenced area of
vegetation rubbish and then Wipper snipping the
grass treatment of blackberry bushes – Expected
worker numbers 2.

Machinery Shed – Finish the Recladding south
wall. With the east wall or roadside wall remove

the  scrappy  horizontal  corrugated  roofing  iron
used on that wall (see photo below) and replace
this iron with fibre weather boards as used on the
south  wall  job.  (Materials  on  site  for  the  wall
cladding).  We will  need the usual cordless tools
and cutters for the fibre weather boards.

Fit a skylight in the mid-section ie. above the
centre workshop room of the machinery shed roof
– preferably a corrugated translucent sheet or half
sheet (anyone have a sheet or half sheet needing
a home?).

Refit the gutter drain pipe to the south side of
the shed (removed last  working bee)  Expected
worker numbers 4.

Machinery Shed other walls etc. – Expected
workers 2.

M3 Entry Shed – Reposition the “SHADES OF
DEATH SIGN” (as per image on page 6 below) –
Expected 2 workers.

M3 Internal hand rails – This will depend on
just how wet the cave environment is. If not too
wet the hand rails from the Main chamber out will
need to be wire-brushed then rust inhibitor treated
and  allowed  or  encouraged  to  dry  and  then
repainted.  (Cordless  hot  air  gun  available  to
assist or try with rust treatment). Chemicals, paint
and  brushes  are  on  site.  Wire  brushes:  some
available  but  bring  a  brush if  you  have  one.  A
cordless  drill  and  rotary  wire  brush  might  be
useful but we need to limit the spread of rust dust
in the cave. If all ok – 2 Workers.

Rubbish  removal  to  TIP (Monday  and
Wednesday mornings is the local tip open times).
Expected workers – as available as this will be
an on-demand job. 

BBQ – OIC Daryl Carr – expected workers 1
or 2 (Late afternoon?).

Materials supply are either on site at Homeleigh
or being brought by arrangement. But bring your

safety equipment and any tools that you think
maybe useful.

Thanks to members of the November 2025
Working  Bee  for  all  their  good  work.
Achievements:– 

• M3 grounds really well cleared;
• Machinery  Shed  south  wall  cladding

replaced;
• Machinery shed North wall repaired;
• Cave door repainted;
• Hand  rail  for  the  outside  steps  to

machinery shed installed;
• External  concrete  step-down pad for  the

machinery shed door installed;
• Fibre  weather  boards  moved  from

Homeleigh  to  M3  ready  for  use  on  the
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Edmund & Nadine in Shades of Death after 
following a lead - Photo by Bogdan Muresan
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machinery shed east wall;
• Two M3 rubbish runs to tip;
• Blackberry  bush  control  stopped  by  wet

weather. 
At Homeleigh 

• Complete the outside wall repair after the
high  window  removed  during  room  8
renovations;

• Re-painting  of  external  sections  of  the
cladding on toilet;

• Trimming  and  clearing  of  Homeleigh’s
yard trees and bushes;

• Three rubbish runs to tip.
Thank you everyone: Peter Robertson; Nigel

Cooke;  Gary Coleman;  Ray Farley;  Ian McKay;
Peter  Stewart;  Phil  Hutcheson;  Brian  Carter;
Rudy Frank;  Rex  Pilgrim;  Peter  Guest;  Ulysses
de Vincentis;  Roy Furness. 

Many thanks all, Daryl Carr
Shades of Death Property Manager

(0427 809 136, or
mailto:cavecarr@yahoo.com.au )

Note:  If  you  have  missed  this  working  bee,
contact Daryl to be added to the contact list for
early notification of the next working bee.

Rimstone’s Nargun collection
The  VSA  (Vic  Speleo  Association)  has  been
publishing their Nargun magazine for decades.

The  Rimstone  Nargun  collection  in  the
Homeleigh  library  has been reorganised.  Those
loose issues donated by the Caves Reserve have
been collated and all  duplicates catalogued and
boxed away in Room 14. It cleans up the shelves
considerably. I’m done for now. If inspiration hits
you,  there  are  more  magazines  on  the  shelf
awaiting your attention. I have donated a chunky
hole punch to help you in the task.

Each  Nargun  binder  contains  handy  tabs
displaying a tick-list of the issues in the collection.
Quite  a  lot  of  issues  are  missing;  early  issues
mostly,  but  also  random issues  all  through  the
run. If you would be willing to contribute personal
copies, I can send you the list. Also, both the VSA
and ASF Library  are  each missing  a  couple  of
issues:  v15(9),  v17(1),  v17(8)  from 1983/84,  as
well  as  2014/15.  Please  contact  me if  you can
assist with donations.

While  it’s  nice  to browse physical  copies,  it’s
hard  to  find  anything  without  an  index.  Dave
Smith’s brilliant Nargun Cave Index to 1993 has
been included, which I have also recompiled and
resorted  to  find  the  cave  you  want.  The  years
1994 onwards will require a group effort. Let me
know if you’d like to collaborate.

Ken McLean - ken@kenmclean.com.au 

Photos of some of the groups who visit and use Homeleigh
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Nadine teaching knots - Photo by Nadine

At M3 – Tin sheets to be replaced with 
composite weather boards.
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Photo (left): SRT1 Course.
by David Heng

Photo (right): SRT1 practice. 
by David Heng 
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Family trips in school Holidays - Photo by Nadine Muresan
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Homeleigh battery installation

Photo (at right): Battery location 
under rear verandah.

Photo (below): The batteries.

Photo (at right): 
The batteries carry

strong warnings!!

Photo (at right): 
The Shades of Death Cave

sign is to be replaced.

See other photos, and photos in “Facebook
albums” on the

Rimstone Coop Facebook page – “Photo
Albums” – www.facebook.com/Rimstone/
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The Crew on a Big Buchan Easter Weekend

Rimstone Co-op directors

Nadine Muresan, Nigel Cooke, 
Peter Stewart, Tom Elms, Daryl Carr.

Contact by email: directors@rimstone.org.au 

Homeleigh bookings:
email to:  accomm@rimstone.org.au
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