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Editorial

Welcome to the latest edition of the Rimstone Co-
operative newsletter with some great updates for
all of the following:

+  Report from the Rimstone AGM.

+ Details of the recent 50th birthday party.

« Treasurer — Special update.

+ Homeleigh — special usage dates to note.

+  Special grant awarded for Homeleigh.

- Shades of Death — next working Bee.

+ Life Membership approvals.
We hope you enjoy, and find all of this useful.

Rob Brain — Newsletter editor
Send feedback to: directors@rimstone.org.au.

Chairman Nadine Muresan

The Rimstone Cooperative’s 50th celebration
party at Rosanna Bowling Club in August was a
fantastic event, filled with shared memories and
stories that lasted well into the night. A heartfelt
thank you to Daryl Carr for taking the lead as the
primary organiser, and to Peter Stewart and his
team for their efforts in putting together the 50-
page commemorative booklets.

We would also like to extend our sincere thanks
to Ulysses for the generous donation of a small
wood splitter to Homeleigh. This will be incredibly
useful as we continue to maintain the property
and prepare firewood as needed.

Looking ahead, our next working bee is
scheduled for 28-30 November, with a primary
focus on cleaning the interior of Homeleigh. This
will be a significant task, including the removal of
cobwebs, cleaning walls, and refreshing
mattresses. As always, many hands make light
work, so we encourage anyone who is available
to join us.

Please contact me (Nadine) to confirm your
attendance.

Nadine Muresan — Chairman

Upcoming events

9-12 November — M3 Shades Working Bee.
Contact Daryl Carr.

28-30 November — Homeleigh working bee.
Contact Nadine Muresan.

2-6 January 2026 — Homeleigh booked out.
13-15 February — Homeleigh booked out.

Thank You for Attending the AGM

A sincere thank you to all members who attended
this year's Annual General Meeting. Your
participation and contributions are greatly
appreciated.

During the AGM, two motions were put forward
for consideration:

1. Life Membership for Inaugural Shareholders

“That current shareholders who were inaugural
shareholders in the first year of Rimstone be
considered Life Members and their subscriptions
be set at $0.”

This motion was carried.

While this decision acknowledges the long-
standing contributions of our founding members,
it is expected to impact our income over the next
few years. As a result, we may need to explore
cost-saving measures and identify opportunities
to enhance revenue in other areas.

2. Subscription Fee Adjustment

The second motion proposed setting aside the
Board’s decision to increase the annual
subscription from $50 to $100, and instead
recommended raising accommodation charges
for members and guests to cover — plus a margin
— the projected costs of owning and operating
Homeleigh. This motion was defeated.

Thank you once again to those who attended
and voted. Your involvement plays a crucial role
in shaping the direction of the club. That said,
conversations following the AGM have indicated
that not all perspectives were fully represented,
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highlighting the importance of broader member
participation.

We hope to see even more members join us at
next year's AGM so that a wider range of views
can be shared and considered in the decision-
making process.

From the Treasurer

Invoices for annual subs for this year have been
sent to all members. Most have already paid, and
| thank them for their diligence and sense of
responsibility. However, some are yet to pay.
Members who are currently unfinancial are
encouraged to settle their subs without further
delay.

Fixed expenses are covered by annual subs,
and these costs are considerable. Every member
is obligated to pay their subs in a timely manner
so the directors can plan and execute a viable
budget. Members who don't pay unfairly shift the
financial burden of maintaining the Cooperative
onto those who do. Late payments also hamper
the directors’ efforts in progressing the
maintenance and restoration programmes for our
three properties. If you've received a reminder
invoice recently, please pay promptly.

The new fee structure has been in effect since
1 July and is working well. It's had a positive
impact on membership, with eleven new
members joining since its introduction — all
attributed to the appeal of the revised structure.

Homeleigh usage has been better than average
so far this year. The new fees haven't dampened
the enthusiasm of members and their guests
heading up to Buchan for a weekend adventure.

Nigel Cooke — Treasurer

Upcoming
Homeleigh Dates to Note

Please note the following activities at Homeleigh.
+ 912 November 2025 - Working bee
managed by Daryl Carr (14 booked so far)
- 2-6 January 2026 — Scout Caving Team
have booked all beds.
+ 13-15 February — Scout Caving Team
have booked all beds.

All members are encouraged to stay in touch
with the directors. If you have questions,
suggestions, constructive feedback, or would like
to contribute in a non-financial way, please have
a chat with your favourite director.

We’re always excited to see members taking
an active interest in the Cooperative.

From Tom Elms:
Homeleigh Awarded $17,000 Grant
to Boost Energy Resilience

Back in July this year, the Rimstone Directors
submitted a grant application to AusNet’s Energy
Resilience Community Fund (ERCF), a program
designed to help community organisations
strengthen their ability to withstand and recover
from power disruptions.

As climate change continues to bring
increasingly severe, frequent, and unpredictable
weather events, the risk of prolonged power
outages grows. The ERCF was established to
support  community  groups, not-for-profit
organisations, local councils, and small
businesses in developing projects that improve
energy resilience and reduce the impact of
electricity interruptions during extreme weather or
emergencies.

Rimstone Co-op was eligible for this initiative,
particularly given our demonstrated role in
supporting the local community during natural
disasters. This was evident during the 2019-2020
Black Summer bushfires, when Homeleigh hosted
SES, BlazeAid, and CFA crews throughout the
crisis.

Our successful proposal sought funding for a
32kWh battery storage system and 10kW hybrid
inverter to make better use of our existing solar
generation and reduce Homeleigh's reliance on
gas.

This upgrade represents a major step toward
energy  self-sufficiency and  environmental
sustainability, while ensuring that Homeleigh can
continue to serve as a reliable refuge and
operations hub in future emergencies.

The proposal was strongly supported by the
community, with letters of support from the VSA,
Parks Victoria, the CFA, SES, and the East
Gippsland Shire  Council, all highlighting
Homeleigh’s ongoing value as a community
resource during times of need.

We’re thrilled to share that on Monday, 13
October, we received confirmation that our grant
application was successful. Rimstone has been
awarded $17,000 fully covering the cost of
purchasing and installing the system, leaving us
with no out-of-pocket expense.

We would like to extend our sincere thanks to
AusNet and the Energy Resilience Community
Fund team for their generous support of this
project. Their investment will help ensure that
Homeleigh remains a resilient, sustainable, and
community-focused facility well into the future.
We are now awaiting payment and delivery of the
system components, and are hopeful that the
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installation will be completed before Christmas —

just in time to celebrate a cleaner, more resilient
Homeleigh heading into the new year.

Tom Elms

Homeleigh Property Manager

Shades Cave (M3) Next Working Bee
9th — 13th November 2025

For this working bee we will arrive at Homeleigh
on the afternoon of Sunday 9th November. We
usually book a table at the local Pub for the
Sunday evening meal. A group BBQ is the normal
for the Monday and Tuesday evenings — we all
share the BBQ costs. Bring your own breakfasts
and lunches and drinks.

Work plans are as follows:-

Shades Grounds — In preparation of the fire
season we need to first clear the Shades grounds
of all the fallen tree bark and twigs, trim the
excess vegetation, etc., and collect this rubbish
up ready to take to the tip. Then whipper snipper
the grass. To reduce fire risk the grounds tidy up
will be a priority job.

Shades Cave — Clean and paint the steel cave
entry door and surrounds with the same colours.

Machinery Shed — A big job. Fix the south wall
of the shed. One method may be using the
surplus composite weather boards stored at
Homeleigh to reclad the south wall.

Also, there is a large fixed double-glazed
window not needed for Homeleigh stored in the
Homeleigh garage. Perhaps this window could
eventually be used to let more light into the
machinery shed — something we can look at
during the recladding of the south wall.

This machinery shed job looks somewhat
complex. So, any advice or planning on how or
what is best to do and tools needed would be
good.

So, plenty of work and volunteers needed,
especially those who have skills in repairing walls
and possibly installing the fixed window. And we
quite likely will need more than the two full days
to complete the work planned for the machinery
shed.

Contact Daryl Carr by phone 0427 809 136 or
email to cavecarr@yahoo.com.au well in advance
so we can plan the work flow and equipment or
tools needed as well as organise the BBQ
catering.

Please bring your own safety gear — gloves,
safety glasses, hearing protection etc.

Daryl Carr
Shades of Death Property Manager

Rimstone Cooperative
50th year celebrations

On the evening of August 16th 2025 the Rosanna
Bowling Club function room was the venue for our
Rimstone Cooperative 50th year of providing
accommodation and support for speleological
pursuits, cave conservation and recreational
caving.

The function attracted around 50 members,
from country Victoria, New South Wales,
Queensland and Tasmania, and our local
Melbourne members.

A booklet, appropriately titled “Rimstone — The
First 50 Years” (and coincidentally 50 pages
long), was produced to celebrate the first 50
years of Rimstone Cooperative, with Peter
Stewart as the Chief Editor. Thirty seven articles
were contributed by Rimstone members for the
booklet and a colour supplement was also added.
To quote an observation by one of the editors
“Contributions are variously factual, anecdotal,
apocryphal or a combination of all three”. These
booklets were free for Members attending the
celebration and handed out as one per family or
one per individual on arrival.

A crew of members arrived early Saturday
afternoon at the function room to set up the
displays and check that the seating looked good —
it was. On testing, Daryl’s new digital projector
didn’t cut the custard, fortunately the on-site
super large TV screen did!

The evening meal was a catered buffet with a
staffed bar, but most of the time was spent
catching up between our older and newer
members and renewing friendships, and planning
more get-togethers.

Tom Elms was appointed the celebration host
to introduce our key speaker Nick White and to
keep things flowing along.

A massive gallery of historic and current photos
of our past camps, accommodation, Homeleigh,
Shades, Scrubby, working bees, caving activities,
members in all sorts of speleological situations
and events was setup around the venue.

Thanks to Rudy Frank and Peter Stewart for
organising the displays and our members for
contributions.

Anyhow as all was going on in the background,
a large TV screen was scrolling through slides of
our activities. Nadine took the opportunity for a
group image and also digitally capture many
smaller groups and individuals enjoying the 50th.
[Many of these photos are available to view in the
Rimstone Coop Facebook photo collection:
https://www.facebook.com/Rimstone/photos_by ]

Thanks also to our city members who provided
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accommodation for our Victorian country and
interstate visitors. The 50th celebration was
indeed a great occasion. Let's look forward to
quite a few more.

About the “First 50 Years” Handout booklet. We
plan this to be a living record updated with your
shared accounts of time spent with Rimstone and
Homeleigh. Please send us your account to be
added to the booklet. You can contact us by email

at directors@rimstone.org.au for inclusion in an
updated document.

There are a just a few books available for
purchase. Say around $25.00 to cover postage
etc. A PDF version will be available on the
Rimstone Co-op website very soon.

Here’s to the next 50 years.

Daryl Carr
Event Coordinator

The original versions of the photos in this newsletter are available on the
Rimstone Coop Facebook page — “Photo Albums” — www.facebook.com/Rimstone/

Nicholas White walking through Rimstone history

One of many displays with great photos
(Ack: Rudy Frank)
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Another view of the crowd.

The following snaps are of the many Rimstone members present at the 50th birthday celebrations.
Can you recognise many “old” friends?
For better quality versions of these photos, visit the Homeleigh Facebook page:
https://www.facebook.com/Rimstone/photos_by

Ty -
This is actually a re-creation of a snap at a
Homeleigh working bee some years ago.
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Rimstone Co-op directors

Nadine Muresan, Nigel Cooke,

Peter Stewart, Tom Elms, Daryl Carr.
Contact by email: directors@rimstone.org.au
Homeleigh bookings:
email to: accomm@rimstone.org.au
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